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Abstract. This article presents of records of the Mandarin Duck in the European North of Russia, which are about 4500 km from natural area and
2000 km from introduced European populations. It summarises the published Russian papers on records of the Mandarin duck in the European part of

Russia.
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Haxonku mannapunku (Aix galericulata) na esponeiickom cesepe Poccuu. - B.M. Cinuun, I.C. Iloranos. - BepkyT. 25 (2). 2016. - B cratbe
Mpe/ICTaBiIeH 0030p 3aJeTOB MaHIAPUHKH Ha eBporeiickom ceBepe Poccuu, uto cocraiser okono 4500 kM oT ectecTBeHHOro apeana u 2000 kM oT
HMHTPOIyIMPOBAHHBIX €BPONEHCKHUX momyssinuii. O0001IeHb! Oy OIMKOBaHHBIE pabOThI O HAXOKAX BUJIA B PETHOHE.
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Introduction

The natural breeding habitat of the Mandarin Duck (4ix
galericulata) in Russia is limited to Primorsky and Khabarovsk
Krai, on Sakhalin Island, which is a large Russian-owned is-
land in the North Pacific Ocean, between 45° 50 N and 54°
24’ N. It breeds also in Japan, China and North Korea and hi-
bernates in Japan, China and likely in South Korea (Poyarkov,
2011). In the 18th century, this species was introduced into
England and currently the European populations live in the
British Isles, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Germany,
Switzerland, Austria, and Poland (Holden, Cleeves, 2006;
Cierplikowski et al., 2013; Van Kleunen, Lemaire, 2014).
Outside of Europe, it has been introduced into the United
States (California) (Van Kleunen, Lemaire 2014).

Material and methods

We watched the birds on 6 October 2016. One male of
the Mandarin Duck was recorded, along with a group of
the Mallards (4Anas platyrhynchos). They floated on a small
artificial pond (64° 33" 54°" N, 40° 33" 22" E) in the town of
Arkhangelsk (Primorsky district, Arkhangelsk region, Russia).
The birds were recorded in the field journal and photographed
with a camera (Canon 650D, Tamron AF 70-300 mm). The
Mandarin Duck (Photo) was determined using the keys pro-
posed by Holden, Cleeves (2006) and Poyarkov (2011).

Results and discussion

This is probably one of the farthest recorded sightings
of Mandarin Duck from natural habitat. The distance from
breeding range is about 4500 km; from the introduced popula-
tions in Europe it is about 2000 km. It is noteworthy that the
Mandarin Ducks is often bred in zoos and in cages in suburban
areas, where they are treated as ornamental birds. However, in
Arkhangelsk region they are not kept in private households.
This fact, and the lack of rings and discolouration of the plum-
age that is typical for these birds when contained in cages,
allows us to exclude the hypothesis that this particular bird of
our sighting escaped from either private farms or zoos.
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The first record of Mandarin Duck (two males) in Arkhan-
gelsk region was noted by Andreev and Kozlov (2016) on the
river Vaymuga in Kholmogory district (63° 28" 30"" N, 41°
44" 00" E), which is about 130 km south from Arkhangelsk,
in April 2016. At the same time with us in October 2016, the
Mandarin Duck in Arkhangelsk was recorded by Andreev
(2016). The previous records in the European North of Russia
relate to Murmansk and Petrozavodsk (Lapshin, 2014) (Fig.).

In general, this is not the only case of invasion of southern
birds in Arkhangelsk region. For example, in the late 19th
century and early 20th century, the Eurasian Spoonbill (Pla-
talea leucorodia), the Marsh Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis),
the Chukar Partridge (Alectoris chukar) were recorded near
Arkhangelsk (Asoskova, Konstantinov, 2005). A new wave
of migrants appeared in 2015. The Mute Swan (Cygnus olor)
and the Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) (Andreev,
Spitsyn, 2015) were recorded. The Great Crested Grebe
successfully built a nest and reared their chicks (Andreev,
2015). Also, it is noteworthy that there was an invasion of
the Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) into the northern border
of Arkhangelsk region (Andreev, Spitsyn, 2015). However,
unlike the previously mentioned species, the Mandarin Duck
is listed in the Red Book of the Russian Federation (Shibaev,
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The male of Mandarin Duck on a pond in Arkhangelsk.

6.10.2016. Photo by V.M. Spitsyn.
Camens MaHJapUHKHU Ha OTHOM M3 IIPY/IOB B I. ApXaHTeJIbCKE.
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(FCIARctic, Arkhangelsk), who supplied us with
the map. Special thanks due to Dr. Matthew Copley
for improving the language.
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