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The vagrant collared flycatcher (Ficedula albicollis) 
in SaInt-Petersburg, Russia, in april of 2012
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Abstract. We have watched a male Collared Flycatcher actively singing in trees in a plot of the long-boled spruce and deciduous forest of the 
Pavlovsk park (59° 41′ N, 30° 27′ E), Saint-Petersburg, NW Russia, 21 April 2012. This individual was obviously vagrant, since it strayed far outside its 
known migrating, wintering or breeding range (about 500 km from the closest known places of breeding in the Tver region, Russia). 
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Залет мухоловки-белошейки (Ficedula albicollis) в Санкт-Петербург в апреле 2012 г. - М.В. Матанцева, В.А. Матанцев. - Беркут. 
24 (1). 2015. - 21.04.2012 в ходе специальных весенних учетов птиц на участке елово-лиственного леса Павловского парка Санкт-Петербурга 
(Северо-Запад России) мы наблюдали одиночного активно поющего самца мухоловки-белошейки. Эту птицу следует считать залетной, поскольку 
она была отмечена вдали от обычных для представителей вида путей миграции, мест зимовки и гнездования (около 500 км до ближайшего 
известного места гнездования в Тверской области).
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The Collared Flycatchers’ (Ficedula albicollis) breeding 
range covers Western Europe westward to Eastern France 
and northward to 51–52° N. These birds go southward to the 
southern tips of the Apennine Peninsula, breed in Sicily, and 
their range extends to the North-West coast of the Black Sea, 
the Don’s lower course, and the Volga valley near Saratov 
City in Russia. The Collared Flycatchers normally go north-
ward to Belarus, and they are vagrant in Latvia, Estonia and 
Finland (Peklo, 1987; Tucker, Heath, 1994; Boehme et al., 
1998; Pashkov, 2006; BirdLife International, 2012). In Russia 
their registrations are sporadic, and the birds go northward to 
the Tver, Ryazan, Moscow, and Nizhniy Novgorod regions 
(Khokhlova, 1965; Zinovjev, Shaposhnikov, 1978; Ivanchev, 
2011; Levashkin, 2014; Levashkin, Emelyanova, 2014; Go
ryunov, Natalskaya, 2015; Goryunov et al., 2015) and eastward 
to the Southern Urals (Ryabitsev, 2008; Sotnikov, Ryabov, 
2013). Some records of breeding and registrations during 
migrations are known for the Kaliningrad region (Grishanov, 
Belyakov, 2000). 

Throughout the breeding range birds of this species are 
migratory and they winter mostly in the savannas of tropical 
Africa (Boehme et al., 1998; BirdLife International, 2012).

We have watched a single male of the Collared Flycatcher 
actively singing in trees in a plot of the long-boled spruce 
and deciduous forest of the Pavlovsk park (59° 41′ N, 30° 27′ 
E), Saint-Petersburg, NW Russia, 21 April 2012, during the 
special monitoring of birds. This individual was obviously 
vagrant, since it strayed far outside its known migrating, 
wintering or breeding range (about 500 km from the closest 
known places of breeding in the Tver region, Russia). 

The data were obtained during the investigations con-
ducted with financial support of the Russian Foundation for 
Basic Research, project № 12-04-31872.
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